data are deemed to be irrelevant or dangerous, they raise costs by requiring larger samples, and they are the concern of enforcement rather than of evaluation staff.
PEDAC has a permanent staff of four professionals, augmented by three to four professionals on detail from other units or from outside the Department. From time to time, however, FEDAC staff are themselves detailed for considerable periods of time to other duties. Staff shortage has been a major cause of delays in obtaining clearance.For fiscal 1980, the budget for the Department of Education was $14.2 billion. For ESEA Title I, the 1980 budget provided $3.2 billion; for Education for the Handicapped, $1.05 billion, and for Rehabilitation Services and Handicapped Research $932 million; for vocational education, $928 million; for impact aid, $825 million; for emergency school aid, $249 million; and for bilingual education, $167 million. As an example, when the National Institute of Education was under an edict from its governing body, the National Council for Educational Research, to increase the percentage of funds spent for basic research, it shifted its labeling of certain activities from "evaluation" to "research." Since the boundaries are often fuzzy, this kind of redefinition is not infrequent. As a counterexample, nearly $1 million allocated to the evaluation of Title VII (bilingual education) were reprogrammed in fiscal 1980 by the former Assistant Secretary for Education in HEW to support further development of "Villa Alegre" (the bilingual analog to "Sesame Street"), a decrease of more than one-third in the actual evaluation budget, though reporting figures stayed unchanged (see Appendix A).
